- Neo-natal jaundice treatable
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‘Neo- J.c'l[u' jaundice s a
“reptable  conditon il
] TJJ.L'-I.;.'L".;::'] garly, bul may
chuse severe broin dam-
cape lvading too mmentzl
 retardation, This was stat-
.2d by Dr G.8. Cheema, &
private practitioner in the

Jownship, here today.

Dr Cheama was
addressing mediapersons
-relating the case of achild
born on January 2 andesuf-
fering from ucute jaun-
dice. "By the tme the
child was brought to us he
had g bitllurubin coum ol
56 while th
The ¢hild was in a serious
condition and had we oot
acted immediately perma-
nent damepe o the olilds
brain ool ve

ocelrred, ™ he said,
-xplaining the cause of
neo-natal  jaundice, Dr
Cheama said it was 2 com-
mon condition, “fus the
new=horn child’s liver is
not strong enough 1o bear
the Billwubin overload.
Generally neo-natal jaun-
dice occurs within a few
tays of birth and the aas-
est treatment is pho-
- totherapy. In moat cases
cnough exposure o the

:I-4|'1'!l

5]

sun treats the problom but
in severe cases, when the
billurubin level 1 higher,
we expose the child o
special lights inside (he
hospital. In worse cases,
the child's blood has o be
changed. The case we
ireated was unigue in the
sense that his blood had to
be changed four times in g
short duration,” he added.

Asleed il'it was ethically
right for dactors 1o gather

publicicy by parading
patients as success stories,
Dr Cheema said such
cases wele used winform
public and create aware-
ness abour a  disense,
“Even well educated pac-
ents are Laken for g ride by
quacks sy cases. L
the majority of the cases
neg-natal jaundice does
noc require any medics-
ton and gets cured natu-
rally as the child grows.
Bl many d-:n:lmb mnsist
that madicines be given to
the child and when the
child starts improving the
parents feel that il is in
response Lo the dector’s
medicing, " he said.

Dir Cheama also said in
case the idenrity of a
patient was being revealed
to public with the consenl
of the patient, there was
nothing wrong in i,

Dr Cheema {17 explains tha curs of nec-naml jzundice at & oress co-farence in Monali
on Wednesday, A Triture photograph



